252

THE GARDENS OF ADONIS
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forced on in pots for the midsummer festival, and which
correspond so closely to the gardens of Adonis, form one
of those widely-spread midsummer ceremonies, the original
object of which was to promote the growth of vegetation
and especially of the crops. But as, by an easy extension
of ideas, the spirit of vegetation was believed to exercise a
beneficent and fertilizing influence on human as well as
animal life, the gardens of Adonis would be supposed, like
the May-trees or May-boughs, to bring good luck, and more
particularly perhaps offspring,1 to the family or to the person
who planted them; and even after the idea had been aban-
doned that they operated actively to confer prosperity, they
might still be used to furnish omens of good or evil. It is
thus that magic dwindles into divination. Accordingly we
find modes of divination practised at midsummer which
of resemble more or less closely the gardens of Adonis. Thus
an anonymous Italian writer of the sixteenth century has
recorded that it was customary to sow barley and wheat a
few days before the festival of St. John (Midsummer Day)
and also before that of St. Vitus; and it was believed that
the person for whom they were sown would be fortunate, and
get a good husband or a good wife, if the grain sprouted well;
but if it sprouted ill, he or she would be unlucky.2 In various
parts of Italy and all over Sicily it is still customary to put
plants in water or in earth on the Eve of St. John, and from
the manner in which they are found to be blooming or
fading on St. John's Day omens are drawn, especially as to
fortune in love. Amongst the plants used for this purpose
are Ciuri di S. Giuvanni (St. John's wort?) and nettles.3
In Prussia two hundred years ago the farmers used to send
out their servants, especially their maids, to gather St. John's

1  The use of gardens of Adonis to
fertilize the human sexes appears plainly
in the corresponding Indian practices.
See above, pp. 241, 242, 243.

2  G. Pitre, Spettacoli 6 Fcstc Popolari
Sicilians, pp. 296 sq.

3  G.  Pitre,   op.  cit.  pp.  302 sq. ;
Antonio de Nino, Usi e Costumi Abrut-
Mesi (Florence, 1879-1883), i. 55 sg.;
A. de Gubernatis, Usi Nuziali in Italia
e presso gii altri Popoli Indo-JEuropei
(Milan,  1878), pp. 39 sq.    Compare

L. Passarini, cl II Comparatico e la
Festa di S. Giovanni nelle Marche e
in Roma," Archivio per lo Studio delle
Tradizioni Popolari, i. (1882) p. 135.
At Smyrna a blossom of the Agnus
eastus is used on St. John's Day for a
similar purpose, but the mode in which
the omens are drawn is somewhat
different. See Teofilo, " La notte di
San Giovanni in Oriente," Archivu
per lo Studio delle Tradizioni Popolari)
vii. (1888) pp. 128-130.